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CHAPrER 1

•

A soldier
1
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This is Private Pete Smith.
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Private Pete is in the army.
He has many friends.

.

•

•

•

•

How many soldiers are in the picture?
There are ____________________ soldiers.
Put a cross (X) on Private Pete.
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Here is Joe.

-

-I
How many soldiers are in this picture?
There are ____________________ soldiers.
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Joe's last name is Kent.

Write Joe's first and last names here .

•

What is your last name?

Write your first and last names here.

Now write your army serial number.
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Pete and Joe are friends.
They have been friends for a long time.
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Pete and Joe are from the same town.
They went into the army at the same time.
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Pete and Joe are in the same company.
Daffy is in this company too.
Daffy is Pete's best friend.
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Daffy is short.
And he was fat.
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Daffy is not fat now.
But he is strong and well.
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Army life was harcl for Daffy.
He was slow at first.
He had to learn many new things.
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Daffy and Pete were put in the same squad.
Theý liked each other from the first.
And Pete helped Daffy.
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Now Pete and Daffy are good friends.

. .
And Daffy is a good soldier.
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Daffy learned to do many things.
He learned how to salute.
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He learned how to march in step.

He learned how to fire his rifle ..
He learned something new every day.
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Write the right words on the lines.
'

.

Dafly learned how to .. .. .... ..

He learned how to ................... .

------

-------------- -- ------·-•

He learned ----- -- -··-·······················

-··---------------

----------- -----·
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Daffy learned to do some things very well.
He was the best driver in his squad.
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Daffy learned how to drive many cars.

But he liked to drive a jeep best of all.
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One morning Pete came out of his barracks.
A jeep went by.
The Colonel was in the jeep.
Pete stood at attention and saluted.
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Then Pete looked at the driver.
There was Daffy !
Daffy smiled and went on.
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All the men wanted to drive the Colonel's jeep.
But Daffy got the job.

.

.
I

t.
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Write the right words on the lines.

What is the name of the car
Datly drives? _____ ________ ____ ___ ____ _______ __ __ __ __ ___ _

Who were in the jeep?

Pete stood outside his ----------- ----- --- -- ---- -·

What did Pete do when the jeep went by?
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Joe has a sister at home.
Her first name is Mary Lou.

What is Joe's last name?
What is Mary Lou's last name?
W rite her first and last names here.
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Mary Lou is a very pretty girl.
She lives next door to Pete's family.

Mary Lou and Pete went to the same school.
They were in the same room.
24
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•

Mary Lou came to see Pete in camp.
He was in the United States at the time.
She looked very pretty in her new clothes.
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•

Pete was happy to see Mary Lou.
And he wanted the boys to see his girl.
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•

·

Now Pete wants to see his mother and
father.
He wants to see Mary Lou and his
grandfather too.
His grandfather is an old man.
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Pete wants to see his brother John.
John is a doctor.
He and his wife live in Pete's home town.
They have three children.
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Pete's cousin lives with the Smith family.
His name is Jim .

•

Jim is in the army now.
He and Pete left the United States at the
same time.
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Here is Pete's family.
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Read these words. Then put the right
words in the right places.
grandfather
brother

mother
father

•
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It is evening.
Pete is getting ready to go home.
Joe is going home too.
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Many men are not going home now.
Jim is one of these men.

He still has work to do.
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Pete is happy.
Soon he will see his family and the people
at home.
34
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Write the right words on the lines.

•

Private Pete Smith is going _____ _____ ______ .

Pete will see his ----------------------·

And he will see the ____________________ at home.
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Daffy is going home too.
His family lives on a farm.

Find the right word and write it
on the line.
friends
family
.
cous1ns
Daffy lives with his ----------------------- ·
on a farm.
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This farm is near a town.
It is Pete's home town.
It is Joe's home town too.
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Daffy will go to see Pete in town.

Find the right word and write it
on the line.
city

town
camp

country

Daffy will go to see Pete in
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And Pete will go to see Daffy on his farm.
Joe will go to see Daffy too.

Write the right words on the lines.
Pete will go to see ____________________ on the farm.
Daffy will go to see ____________________ in town.
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Pete, Joe, and Daffy will have good times
on the farm.
These three soldiers are good friends.
They will always be good friends..
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CHAPrER 2

It is :five o'clock.
The men are in the barracks. ·
It is about time for dinner.

41
Digitized

byGoogle

Daffy washes his face and hands.
He is ready for mess.

Put the right words on the lines.
Daffy ____________________ his face and hands.
Now he is ______________________ for mess.
42
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But Pete is shaving.
"Corne on' " says Daffy.
"I run hungry."

607265°-44------4
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Pete buttons his shirt.
He puts on his tie .

•

Put a cross (X) on Pete's shirt.
Put a cross (X) on Pete's tie.
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Then Pete buttons his coat.
Now he is ready.
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"Leť s

go, Daffy," he says.

.I
Fill in the lines.
Pete is ready for --------------------·
Daffy is __________________ too.
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They get in line for mess.
"Chow sure looks good today," says Pete .

•

Fill in the lines.
Pete and Daffy get in line for --------------------·
The ______________ looks good today.
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The men sit down at the tahle.
"Look at those small potatoes," says Da1fy.
"You should see the potatoes 0n our farm."
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"How big are your potatoes?" asks Pete.
..

"Our potatoes grow as big as your helmet,"
answers Daffy.
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"Look out, Daffy," says Pete.
"l'm coming to see you.
Then l'11 see those potatoes."
50
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"You will like our farm, Pete,"
says Daffy.
"Our house is big and white.
And we have a big red barn."
Daffy goes on, "A little white church
is near our farm.
My grandfather gave the land
for the church."
•

Look at these words.
new

white

big

old

red

Now put the right words on the lines.
Da:ffy's house is __________ and -------,--•
The bam is __ ______ __ and ____ ___ ___ ,
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Joe comes up.
"How are you, Pete?" asks Joe.
"l'm all right," answers Pete.
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"How are you, Daffy?" Joe asks.
"Are you getting enough to eat?"
"Yes, I arn," answers Daffy.
"But I want some more bread and butter.''
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It is getting late.
But Daffy is eating his second plate
of food.
"Be sure you eat all your seconds,"
says Pete. ·

Find the right word and write it
on the line.
chow

mess

seconds

Daffy is eating another plate of food.
Soldiers call this ________ ____________ _____ .
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Soon the men go out of the mess halL
Pete and Daffy are the last to go.

,.

Write the right words on the lines.
The men go out of the :_______________

___ _______ _____ _

Pete and Daffy are the last ______ ·---

G5
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Pete whistles.

.I

And Daffy begins to sing.
Mary Lou, Mary Lou
I love you
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Daffy keeps on singing.
"Stop it," says Pete.
•

For Mary Lou is the name of Pete's girl.
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"Leť s

go to the movie," says Pete.

nit isn't late.
One of the men saw the movie last night.
And he said it was good."

Find the right word and write it on the line.
barracks
mov1e
mess hall
Pete and Daffy are going to the
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"I want to see that movie," says Daffy.
"There's a blonde in it who looks like
Daisy."
Daisy was Daffy's girl back hqme.

,

Find the right word and write it on the line.

Mary Lou

Daisy

Daffy's girl is ----------------------------·
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Pete has one ticket left in his book.
Joe has no ticket.
He has to buy his ticket.
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Daffy has no money with him .

.

So Joe pays for Daffy's ticket too.
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.
The boys are looking at the picture.

"That woman sure does look like Daisy,"
says Daffy.
"Now I know why you wanted to come,"
says Pete.
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•

It is nine o' clock · that night.
The show is over.
•

The boys sing and whistle as they go out.
They are happy.
It is ___________________ o'clock.
The show is ----------------•
The boys are
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Pete and Daffy hear more singing in the
barracks.
Horne, Horne, sweet Horne !
There's no place ~ike Horne!
There' s no place like Horne !
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"That is just what I was thinking.
There is no place like home," says Daffy.
"Yes, and that makes me think.
I must write a letter home," says Pete.
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Wednesday

Dear Mother and Father,
I have worked hard all day. There are
many things to do before I go home. I will
be home soon. And Daffy and Joe are coming
with me. Jim will stay here for a time.
I will need a job after I get home.
I can get my old job back. But I do not want it.
I have been a radio operator in the army. Do
you think the radio station at home will give
me a job?
It will be good to see you all again.
Love,
Pete
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N ow write a letter to someone at home.
Write the letter here. Then write it on
letter paper. Be sure to send it to the
right address.
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PART TWO

ON THE WAY HOME

68
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CHAPrER 3
The sergeant reads a list of names.
The names of the men who are going home
are on this list.
Pete's name is on the list.
Daffy's name is on it too.
69
D,gitized by

Goog le

Pete has waited a long time for this day.
But now he is a little sad.

.I

He will leave some of his friends in camp.
For many soldiers are not going home now.
They have work to do in camp.
They will go home later.
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Jim's name is not on the list.
Jim ·is Pete's cousin.
He is in another camp.
He is an automobile mechanic.
He keeps army cars in good order.
He likes to work on· machines.
''Jim knows everything about a jeep,"
says Daffy.
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Last W ednesday Jim came to visit Pete.
Pete ran out to meet him.
Snort went with Pete.
Snort was a little brown dog.
He was the company's mascot.

Snort jumped up on Jim and barked.
Snort liked Jim.
For Jim was like Pete.
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Today Pete and Daffy are going home .
But Pete has one more thing to do.
He has to take Snort to Jim.

73
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Jim wants Pete to bring Snort to his camp.
Pete says he will take him before noon.
First he gives Snort a bath.
Then he lets him dry in the warm sun.
Snort runs and plays in the grass.
N ow they are ready to go.
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Pete and Snort start for Jim's camp.
The camp is only three miles away.
They get a ride in a jeep.

607265'-44-S
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Snort is happy to see his new friend again.
And Jim is happy to see Snort.
Jim will take good care of Snort.

.I
Pete says goodbye and goes away.
He will miss Snort.
But Snort is in good hands.
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The men are on board the ship.
Soldiers line the decks of the ship.
They hear the whistle.
The big ship pulls out.
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.I
Pete looks at the men on deck.
He sees some of his friends.
There is Pedro.
Pedro is a young Mexican.
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Pedro calls goodbye to a beautiful girl.
She is wearing a bright yellow dress.
And she has some flowers in her hair.
She waves to Pedro as the ship leaves.
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N ow Pete sees his friend, Bill.
Bill is from Chicago.
He is talking with Daffy.
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Pete has many other friends on board.
"This is almost like camp," says Pete to
Daffy. "Many of our friends are here. Leťs
take a walk and see who else is on board."
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"I don't want to take a walk," says Daffy.
"I'm hungry. Iťs almost time for chow."
"You're always hungry," says Pete.
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Just then the bell rings for lunch.
The men go down and get in line. They get
their food. And then they find their seats at
the long tahle.
;

.

"We have good cooks on this boat," says
Daffy. "I think l'11 have seconds."
"Go easy," says Pete.
get seasick."

"You don't want to
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Daffy eats some more meat, green beans,
an? potatoes.
Then he has some cake and a cup of coffee.
"The salt air sure makes you hungry," says
Daffy.
"You don't need the salt air to make you
hungry," answers Pete.

Daffy ate the rest of his food.
could go to sleep now," he says.

"I wish I
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Pete goes out on deck to smoke. Pedro
comes up. "How are you, Pete?" he asks.
~'Where is Daffy? Don't tel1 me you left him
in camp."
"Daffy stopped to talk to Bill," says Pete.
'' Here they come now."
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"Do you know Bill?" asks Pete.
"No, tell me about him," says Pedro.
'' Bill is in the Air Corps. He did many
brave things in the war," says Pete. "I
remember this story very well. One time
Bill' s plane was hit by flak. lt started to
burn. The pilot and the crew near him did
not know about the fire. And Bill had no
way to let the pilot know. The fire went on
burning. The men in back tried to put it
out. But they could not. At last they
jumped out. But Bill stayed to fight the fire."
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Pete goes on. "The :fire was almost out
when Bill looked up. He saw that the tail
gunner was hurt. He had been hit by flak.
Bill gave him :first aid. Then he went back
and put out the fire."

•

"The crew was able to bring the plane
down safely. Some of the men did not know
what Bill had done. They looked at the plane.
And the tail gunner told the story. Then
they knew that Bill had saved the ship and
their lives."
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While Pete is talking, Frank, the sergeant,
comes up. He heard what Pete said about
Bill.
"You are right. Bill is a brave man," he
· says. "I told him he was a hero the other
day. He said; 'Well, a hero is just about
like any other person. He sees what must
be done. He forgets himself and his own
danger. He thinks only of the job. And he
goes on and does it. Thaťs about all there
is to iť."
88
D,gitízed by

Goog le

~I

"Bill was right, Frank," says Pete. "Heroes
like the same things the rest of us like. These
are the things most Americans like. They
like apple pie, the movies, birthday parties,
Christmas trees, baseball games, and
chicken-on-Sunday. They like to whistle at
girls. And they think American girls are the
most beautiful in the world."
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HBut that is not all, Pete," says Frank.
HAmericans want to earn their living in their
own way. They want to be free to say and
do what they think is right. And they want
to be able to pick their own leaders.
HThese things make up our way of living.
Every American loves this way of life. He
doesn't talk about it often. But he will :fight
to protect it. And he is willing to die to
keep it."
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-CHAPTER 4

The first day at sea was had. A heavy
storm came up in the morning. The large
ship rolled from one side to the other. The
wind came from the north and west. The
waves washed over the deck. But the big
ship had power enough to push on.
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Many of the men were sick. Pete and Joe
were very sick. AU of Pete's friends were
seasick except Daffy. He took care of Pete
and Joe. Daffy was a good nurse.
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Then the wind changed to the south. By
evening, the storm was over. The wind died
down and there was a beautiful sunset. The
sky was bright with many different colors.
Slowly the colors changed Then the colors
went away All was quiet.
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The· men started to move around again.
Most of them could eat their dinners now.
But Pete was not hungry. He drank some
tea and ate some fruit. They tasted good
to him.

Daffy ate a large meal. He saved an orange
to eat later. Then he drank some coffee and
went out in the salt air to smoke.
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The men got up early the next morning and
ate their breakfasts. They all felt good. The
commanding officer came to the mess hall.
He told the men to go to the top deck for
exercise. Pete felt :fine after the exercise.
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Sdome ofhthe di~e~d wde~t inside to read or
stu y. 0 t ers VI e 1nto srna11 groups to
play cards and other games. Joe was a
member of one group. He played cards. Pete
and Daffy watched him for a time. It was a
husy day.
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Pete and Da:ffy lay on their bunks. "I can't
decide what to do tonight," said Da:ffy.
Pete looked at his watch. "Iť s about time
for the movie. Leťs go," he said.
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THE CITY
OF THE

I

FUTURE

j

·,

The movie was about the city of the future.
People lived in new homes. They worked in
bright new factories. There were many
windows in these homes and factories. Rents
were low and pay was good. People enjoyed
the parks that were close to their homes and
work. And most of the workers had their
own yards. Here, their children played and
grew strong.
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There was little disease in this city. But
the sick people were taken care ofin hospitals.
There were many other public buildings.
These buildings were used and enjoyed by .all
the people.

11

Soine people worked in the city and lived in
, the country. It did not take them long to
get home. For there were good roads for
them to use.
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ln the country the workers could enjoy the
open fields. They could have their gardens
and raise some of their own food.
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After the movie, Pete went out on deck.
The air was cool and pure. And the sky was
filled with bright stars. There was a quarter
moon.
Pedro came out on <;leck too. He always
stayed close to Pete. Pedro had learned to
read and write in camp. And Pete had
herped him. Pete helped him to speak good
English too.

•

Pete said, "Look at the stars, Pedro. You
can almost count them. They look so close."
The two men looked out over the water.
They liked the sea at night. And the salt
air felt good on their faces.
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Just then they heard a loud laugh on the
deck above.
"That is Daffy's laugh. I like to hear him
laugh," said Pete. Then he called, "What is
so funny?"
"Corne on up," said Daffy. "We want to
talk to you."
Pete and Pedro went up to the next deck.
The sergeant, Daffy, Joe and Bill were there.
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"Wasn't that a good movie?" asked Joe.
"It sure was," Pete answered. ttMost cities
are too big. Thaťs the trouble with them.
Many people don't even know their neighbors
in a big city. After a while people forget how
to work together. And they don't trust each
other."
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Then the sergeant said, "That is the way
things have been in the past. In the city of
the future, things will be different."
"Thaťs

true," said Pete. "There is a good
lesson in that movie. I heard the president
make the same point the other night. He
said we must plan for the future."
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"But what will our fu ture be?" Joe asked.
"Do you think all of us will get jobs when we
return?" Joe has to make plans. He has a
family now. His son was bom while he was
away from home. He and Peggy are planning
great things for their young son. But :first
there must be a job for Joe .
•

•

Peggy wrote Joe often. And she sent many
pictures. One showed the baby in his :first
pair of shoes. Joe liked this picture best of
all. He showed it to Pete and the other boys.
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"I don't know how many jobs there will be,
Joe," Pete said. "Things have changed at
home. But think of all the houses, furniture,
and automobiles to be built. Then there are
many other things to be made-like planes
and radios. Many men will be needed to do
this work."
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"Well, I think I can get a job," said Pedro.
"I can read and write now. And I know how·
to do arithmetic. I worked for a man in
Califomia before the war. He never paid me
less than thirty dollars a week. That was
good pay in those days. He offered to give
me a better job when I came home. l'm going
to see him. He needs men to work in his
oil fields."
607265°-44----3
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"Tell us your plans, Bill," said Daffy.
"I know what I run going to do," answered
Bill. "I run going to teach school in Chicago.
I want to help boys and girls leam to 'read
and write. I was a teacher part of the time
. th e army. " .
1n
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•

Bill looked up. In the corner of the deck,
several men · were singing. "They're good,"
said Bill. "I have always liked that song."
Then he began to sing.
Carry me back to old Virginny,
There's where the cotto~, corn, and sweet
potatoes grow.
"Why, you are good too," said Pete. "I
wish I could put you on the radio sometime."
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"You're always talking about the radio,
Pete. I don 't think you would take any other
kind of job," said Daffy. "Perhaps it will be
hard for you to get a radio job. Did you work
with radio before you came into the army?"
"No," answered Pete. "But I like the radio.
Remember that radio test we took? I made
a good mark on it. I have written my family
about a job with the radio station at home;·
Mr. Sims owns the station. I used to take
the morning paper to him."
"And I used to sell vegetables and fruit to
him," said Daffy. "You can have the other
jobs. I know what I am going to do too. l'm
going back to the farm."
·
110
D,gitized by

Goog le

.j

.
I

•

The sergeant was thinking about what Pete
had said. "You are right, Pete," he said.
"There will be jobs with radio. And there
will be many jobs with airplanes too. I want
to be a pilot if I can. Flying is great work.
Think what planes can do now."

•
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"Look at this map. Here is New York.
And here are London, England; Bombay, India;
and Moscow, Russia. It is possible to :fly from
New York to London in 17 hours. You can
go to Bombay in 39 hours. A plane can get
to Moscow in one day and night. No place
in the whole world is more than 60 hours
:flying time from your home. And planes run
faster and faster. Sometime soon, they'll
travel as fast ·as sound."
"How fast is that?" asked Daffy.

''About 750 miles an hour," answered the
sergeant.
"Whew," was all Daffy could say.
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New York to London, 17 hours.
New York to Bombay, 39 hours.
New York to Moscow, .one day and one night.
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"Well," said Pete, "you can fly all you
want to. l'm going to stay on land. I don't
need to travel. I can :find out whaťs going
on through the radio. And I can get all the
news that way too."
"That is the way I feel," said Joe. "I just
want to stay home with Peggy and the baby.
It will be great to watch that boy grow up.
We'll go camping· and :fishing. And l'11 show
him how to play baseball and ride a horse.
We will have good times together."
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"l'm going to spend most of my time on
the farm," said Daffy. "Before I came into
the army, I worked in town part of the time.
But l'm not going to when I get back. l'm
going to grow the best com in Kansas. And
you should see the :fine horses and cows we
raise ! We get a good price when we sell
them. -And I have my own horse to ride.
Farm life is the life for me."
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"All of us seem to know what we want to
do. We have made our plans," said Pete.
"But can we carry them through?"
"We'll know soon," said the sergeant. "I
have an idea. Leťs all meet again next year.
Then we will find out what has happened to
us. Until then, leťs try to help each other in
every way we can. W e have been doing that
for a long time. After all, teamwork is the
answer to most problems."
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PART THREE

AT THE RAILROAD STATION

117
D,gitízed by

Goog le

CHAPTER 5

The boat pulled into the harbor. lt was early rooming.
Pete and his friends were together. They watched as
New York's skyline appeared. The tops of the tall
buildings stood out clearly.
"Isn't the skyline wonderful?" asked Pete.
"I never get tired of seeing it," said Frank. The
scene was not new to bim. He had gone to a university
in New York City. And he knew this city and its sky. line well.
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"We ought to pass the Statue of Liberty soon," Frank
said.
Suddenly the Statue appeared. "Look, there she is,"
said Frank. "Isn't she a beauty ! "
•

Frank went on. "It is hard to tell how I feel. Everybody has this feeling when he first sees the Statue of
Liberty. She has welcomed many human beings to
this country. She has furnished hope for many men.
To some, she stands for justice. To others, she ·represents freedom and a kindly feeling for all human beings."
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The ship passed the Statue of Liberty. Suddenly
there was . much noise. It was almost time to dock.
Soon the men would be on land again.
In the days that followed in camp, the men had time
to make plans. Pete and Daffy wanted to spend a few
days in New York City before they went home. Daffy
said, "I have always wanted to visit New York City
and Chicago. And this time I'm really going to see
both places."
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At last Pete and his friends were on their way to New
York. Pete, Joe, and Daffy were going to stay at the
same hotel. Bill and Pedro were going to stay with
friends. And Frank had planned to visit his relatives.
•
•

The men were going to meet at the railroad station
three days later. Ail of them were in good spirits.
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Pete, Daffy, and Joe got up early the first morning
in New York. It was a holiday. Crowds were on the
streets. Pete bought a map of the city. "Leťs choose
the places we want to see," he said.
He and Daffy made a list of places. "I hope we have
time to see them all," said Daffy. "But leťs go to
the Zoo first. I don't want to miss it."
"You never miss a chance to see animals, Daffy,"
said Pete. "Corne along.
Leťs spend the morning
there."
"O.K., Pete," said Daffy. "We'll not have much
time. But we'll see part of the Zoo anyway."
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After lunch at the Zoo, Pete and Daffy took a subway downtown. They stopped at the park along the
river. They looked · at the great bridge and the ships.
Then they walked down Fifth Avenue and looked up at
the high buildings. They took another subway to the
markets. On their way back they stopped at a post
office. Pete mailed a lettter to Mary Lou. And Daffy
sent a card to Daisy.

607265°-44-9

123
D,gitized by

Goog le

l

I

.j

Pete and Daffy went to the theater that night. The
show was about life on a farm. Daffy ·said it was the
best show he had ever seen. I t made bim think of his
farm. Pete liked the music and the dancing.
Pete and Daffy walked back to their hotel. They
sang as they walked along. "I can't forget that music,"
said Daffy.
When they got back to the hotel, Daffy went straight
to bed. But Pete stayed up to telephone Mary Lou
and his parents. It was good to hear Mary Lou's voice
again. While they talked, Mary Lou's brother went
to get Pete's mother and father. Pete talked to them.
And he left a message for his grandfather
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The next day passed quickly. In the rooming Pete
and Daffy bought presents. Pete bought some tobacco
for his grandfather. The present he bought for Mary
Lou was a secret. He wanted to surprise her. Daffy
bought some candy for his mother and a pipe for his
unde. Then Pete and Daffy had their pictures taken.
"Thaťs one mistake we made," said Daffy as they
looked at the pictures.
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Pete and Daffy went back to the hotel and ate lunch.
Joe was waiting for them.
"Leťs

go to the baseball game today," said Pete.

"That is a good idea, Pete. The St. Louis Cardinals ·
are playing the Brooklyn Dodgers," said Daffy. "Leťs
go early and get good seats."
The boys were able to get good seats for the game.
They sat between home and first base.
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The game started almost as soon as the boys were
seated. It was one of the big games of the season. Four
innings went by without a run. · Then the Cards brought
in two runs in the next inning. Daffy, Pete, and Joe
jumped up.
"Sit down," yelled a man just behind them.
on, Dodgers."
The boys didn't sit down.

"Corne

For it was a close game.

At the end of the seventh inning, the game was a tie.
And the crowd was wild. Daffy, Pete, and Joe yelled,
"Corne on, Cards, we want another run."
And as Daffy said later, ''They must have heard us.
For they brought in a man from second base and won the
game."
"I was worried for a time," said Pete.
we could count on the Cards to win."
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The boys' last day in New York was Sunday. Pete
and Daffy got up early and started to church. Suddenly
the sky became dark. And the rain poured down.
"I hope this rain stops soon," said Daffy as they went
into the church. "There are many things I still want to
see." ·
As the boys came out of the church, Pete said, "Weil,
the weather will not stop us now. It isn't raining. Leťs
hurry. I want to see more of the city too."
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At last tbe men were ready to leave New York. Tbey
started to tbe railroad station. Tbey were going to meet
tbe otber boys at a restaurant nearby.
Daffy, Joe, and Pete lived in tbe same state. Frank,
Pedro, and Bill would go in different directions. lt
would be at least a year before tbey would all meet again.
Pete, Joe, and Daffy went into tbe restaurant near tbe
station. Tbey sat at a large tahle. While tbey waited
for tbe otber boys, tbey watcbed tbe people pass.
"I think all tbe soldiers in tbe world are bere," said
Joe.
"Don't forget tbe sailors and marines," said Pete.
"They are bere too."
"And tbe WACs," said Daffy. "Look at tbat goodlooking girl coming toward us."
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As the girl came -neat, Daffy jumped up and said,
"Why, iťs Cathie." Then he went over to meet her.
"Helio, Daffy," she said.
But how thin you are! "

"Iťs

good to see you again.

Daffy laughed. "Where on earth did you come from ! "
he said. Then he took her arm. And they walked away.
"Now where did Daffy meet her?" asked Joe.
"Cathie was the :first WAC .to come to our camp in
America," Pete answered. "Daffy always liked her.
She was a real friend."
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Joe looked at Cathie. She and Daffy were standing
near the door of the restaurant. They were talking and
laughing when two other soldiers came up. Cathie introduced them to Daffy.
One of the soldiers was Cathie's brother. He turned
to Daffy and said, "l'm glad to meet you at last. Cathie
has talked a lot about you."
"What did you tell your brother about me?" asked
Daffy.
Cathie laughed and said, " l'll write you a letter, Daffy.
I don't dare tell you bere."
Just then the other soldier turned around. Joe knew
him. He left Pete and went over to speak to his friend.
Joe stayed only a few minutes.
and began talking to Pete again.

Then he went back
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"It is a surprise to meet so many friends in a place so
INarge yas Nke~ York. Bb~t e_veryo1ne seemsbeto chomeb. bere.
ew or IS sure a 1g city. t must
t e 1ggest
city in the world," said Joe.

"London is bigger," said Pete.
i'The history of
London éovers about 2000 years. But New York is only
a little over 300 years old."
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"I wonder how big New York will be when it is as old
as London?" asked Pete.
•

"I don't know," answered Pete. "There isn't much
room left in New York." He looked up at the tall buildings. "I suppose these buildings can go still higher."
"I don't know how high they can be built," said Joe.
"I read that New York is an island of rock. Buildings
might be made a little taller. But there may be no reason
for that."
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"Thaťs

right, Joe," said Pete. "Do you remember
the movie we saw on the boat? It showed how people
· will live in the future. Many more families will live in
small towns and in the country."
"Th_aťs suits me," said Joe. "I am going
Smithtown. It is just the right size. And I
to work m Mr. Peters' store. I hope to own
some day. Mr. Peters is old. He wants meto
and take over the store."

to live in
am going
that store
work hard
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"Smithtown is a good place to raise a family," Joe
went on. "lt has good schools. Good bard working
people live there. And there are fine roads around
Smithtown."
"There sure are," said Pete. "You can get from
Smithtown to Kansas City in a little over an hour."

•
"Not in that old car you told me about," said Daffy.
" lt would take you all day."
"We are going to get a new car when I get home,"
said Pete.
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Then Pedro and Frank came up. They sat down at
the tahle with the boys.
"I have thought about the name of Smithtown,"
said Pedro. "1s the town nametl for you? Or are
you nametl for the town ?"
"Smithtown was nametl for my relatives," answeretl
Pete. "My great grandfather was the first man to
settle in Smithtown. Later his brother joinetl bim.
His brother was a doctor. The farmers came to bim
for their medicine. They grew to depend on bim.
"My great grandfather and his wife came from New
England. Just after the~ were married, they started
the Jong trip to Kansas. They drove all the way in a
covered wagon. They rode over had roads. I t was a
bard trip. But they were brave and proud people."
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"More and more people moved to Smithtown. They
built their own post office. And they started a newspaper. They held meetings to elect men to govern
their town. Smithtown still has a good city government," Pete said.
"Many fine people made their homes in our western
states," said Joe. "They had to be strong and healthy
to stand pioneer life. They grew everything they ate.
They raised their wheat and some of them made their
own flour. They even had to make their own soap.
They lived very simple lives. But they were able to
build a good life."
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"The men who come back from this war will be like
pioneers. There will be many new problems. And
things will have changed. There will be much bard
work to be done," said Joe.
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"Yes," said Frank. "Pe.ople will need new radios,
electric ice-boxes, and thousands upon thollt:lands of
cars. They · will need new clothing, new houses, and
new farm ,machines."
•

"lt will take lots of work to make all those things,"
saici Joe .
"Thaťs

good," said Frank. "For every American
believes he has the right to work. He needs work almost as much as he needs food to · eat or air to
breathe."

607265°-44-10
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At

thň;

time Bill came in and sat down w.ith the boys.

"Weil, where have you been?" asked Frank.
"I stopped to send a wire to my family," answered
Bill. "I wanted to tell them when I will be in Chicago.
And I had to hurry to get here."
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"I am going to Chicago on a fast train," said Bill.
" I boug ht the last seat on this train. 1'11 get home
before you do, Pet e. In 16 hours I expectto be in Chicago.''
"And in 12 hours after we leave Chicago, we shall be
- in Kansas," said Pete.
"In 70 hours I hope to reach California," said Pedro.
Frank smiled. "Listen to this. In 2 ½ hours I shall
be in Boston. I have a seat on the plane," he said.
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Daffy came back to the tahle.
about tra vel?" he asked.

"Are you still talking

"Yes, we are," answered Frank. "Travel is a very
important subject. I learned a great deal about travel
from this book I bought a few days ago. There are
many interesting maps in it. And the pictures alone
almost tell the story."
Frank opened the book and pointed to a picture.
"Hére are canoes the Indians used," he said. "They
made them from trees. The lndians went up and down
the rivers in them. They traded furs for metal knives,
cloth, and other things."
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Frank continued to talk
picture.

.

And he pointed to ánother

"Then covered wagons carried our people across the
plains to the west," he said. " In these wagons the
pioneers took their household goods to their new homes.
Some people travelled from· one coast to the other in
covered wagons.
"At the same time the stagecoach was used to carry
people from Boston to New York. It stopped only to
change horses. The trip took about six days."
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"Then came the steam engine," said Frank as he
turned another page. "And soon after that, a steamboat, called the Clermont, made its first trip. It went
down the Hudson River from Albany to New York.
A little Jater the Dewitt Clinton made its first run on the
Hudson River.
"Streetcars were first pulled by horses. They were
slow. Then electric cars took their place. They could
go faster."

144
D,gitized by

Goog le

.I
I

"Everythlng changed when the automobile was invented," Frank continued. "Buses joined towns, cities,
and states. And people used their cars for pleasant
drives.

•

"Planes also changed thlngs greatly. About forty
years ago the Wright Brothers made a small, light plane
which was widely used. Now we have great planes.
Some of them carry large amounts of materials. And
some carry many people. The war caused us to make
better, faster, and bigger planes. From now on much
tr.a vel will be by air."
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"Americans like to use the subways, the buses, and fast
trains," said Frank. "But they would rather use their
own cars. They may soon be able to have their own
planes. This is an age of fast travel. Small planes will
be bought by many people in America. These people
will be able to go from the country to the city quickly.
And they will be able to travel from city to. city. In
this way America will be united."

146
D,gitized by

Goog le

•

Frank closed the book.
every time," he said. ·

"And l'11 take the airplane

"I still like trains," said Bill.
"In about thirty
minutes I shall take the afternoon train for Chicago.
I was born there. I like a large city. Next to New
York, Chicago is the largest city in this country. It is the
chief railroad center in the world. And there are great
airports in this city. Chicago has many factories and
railroad shops too."
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Pete looked at Daffy. "By the way, what happened
to Cathie? 1s she going to stay in the army?"
"No," said Daffy. He smiled. "She is going to marry
a sergeant." Then he became serious. "Say, you won't
tell Daisy about these other girls, will you? She might
get mad."
"Not a word," answered Pete. He looked at his
watch. "You'll have to hurry, Bill. Iťs almost time
for your train."
"And if I don't hurry, l'll miss my plane," said Frank.
leaves in an hour. Goodbye and good luck."

cc It
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CHAPTER 6

.

The long train pushed on through the towns and cities
of Pennsylvania. Pete was · reading. Daffy and Joe
were looking out the window. Daffy was reading the
signs along the .railroad track. Suddenly this s1gn appeared, "Try our home cooked dinner." .
Daffy jumped up. "Leťs go to the dinei' before the
crowd gets there. I'm hungry," he said .

•

Daffy, Pete, and Joe went into the diner. They sat
down at a large tahle. It was in the middle of the car.
A man was already seated at this tahle. He was going
to Chicago. He said that his name was Talley. He
was in the coal and grain business. His grandfather
had been a coal miner in Pennsylvania.
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Mr. Talley liked this part of the state. He lived here
when he was a boy. He looked out the window and said,
"See those clouds of gray smoke. They are coming
from the rich mines here. There are many coal mines in
Pennsylvania.
"Mines have brought about some of the most important changes in our way of life," Mr. Talley continued.
"They have provided coal to run our factories. They
have ~ e d the steel to make our great buildings. And
they have given us material to make automobiles, engines,
and airplanes ! "
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"My family came from Pennsylvania too," said Daffy.
"My grandfather was one of the best farmers in Lancaster
County. My father learned many things from him
before he moved to Kansas. -He found out how to get
the most out of the soil. And he learned how to raise
many different crops. Tobacco was one of these crops.

.

"My grandfather called tobacco a 'robber crop.' lt
takes so much from the soil. Only a small part of his
farm was used for tobacco. And he grew a tobacco crop
only once every four years. Then he planted crops like
corn or wheat. These crops do not take so much from the
soil. After three or four years he planted tobacco again.
I learned a great deal about farming from my father.
And he received his first lessons in farming from his
father."
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"My grandfather was like most of the Pennsylvania
Dutch," Daffy continued. "He was a simple and kindly
man. He worked hard and saved his money. He always
looked forward to the future. My uncle in Pennsylvania
lives in the same old stone house that my grandfather
built. And the farm is still one of the best in the county.''
Pete was reading a newspaper. "Stop reading, Pete,"
said Daffy. "You haven't heard a word l've said."
"I was listening, Daffy. I heard every word," answered Pete. "Tell me more about your family."
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"My grandfather . made w~gons on his farm," . Daffy
went on. "And his father made Conestoga wagons. Do
you know about the Conestoga wagons? At one time,
materials were carried from the east to the west coast in
this wagon. The top of the Conestoga wagon was made
of white cloth. The body looked like a boat. Sometimes
it was painteď_ blue. And the wheels were a bright red."
"Thaťs

right, Daffy," said Pete. "There was a picture
of a Conestoga wagon in Frank's book on travel. A team
of :fine horses pulled the wagon. You would have liked
the horses. They wore some bells in a half-circle above
their necks."

Mr. Talley told the men many more things about
Pennsylvania. And he asked questions about the anny.
The boys learned a great deal from him.
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After dinner Pete, Joe, and Daffy went back to their
car. For a time they looked out the window. They
were interested in Pennsylvania. Mr. Talley had given
them much to think about.
The train stopped at a small town. "Here comes a
boy with some candy and fruit. Leťs buy something to
eat," said Daffy. "It is a long time until breakfast."
Joe and Pete bought some apples and oranges. Daffy
bought two candy bars. The boy started to leave. "I
think l'll have some peanuts too," said Daffy."

154
D,gitízed by

Goog le

Pete looked at Daffy :firmly. "If you keep on eating,
you will gain · weight, Daffy," he said. "·Remember,
you do not take much exercise now."
"-I haven't had much to eat today," said Daffy. "I
ate only a lettuce and cheese sandwich for lunch. And
coffee without any cream in it."
"But you put a lot of sugar in it. And you ate a
big dinner about an hour ago," said Pete.
"I'll tel1 you a secret, Pete," said Daffy. "Being
fat didn't worry me much. I really felt comfortable
that way."
"But remember how good Cathie thought you looked,"
said Joe. "And Daisy will be pleased to see you so
thin ! "
Daffy put the candy bars m his pocket.
I'll sav~ these," he said.
607265 ' -44-
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"I guess

It was getting dark.

"Look," said Daffy, "this train
is about to make a circle. See the coaches over there.
And there is the engine way up in front."
The whole train seemed to make a circle.
circle was open at one end.

But the

Pete looked out the window. "Why," he said, "the
train makes a big horseshoe here."
And that was just what the train did. This part of
the Pennsylvania Railroad is called the Horseshoe Bend.
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As the train went around the last curve, Daffy fell out
of his seat. He hit his head against the window.
"Are you hurt, Daffy?" asked Pete.
"No," ans'Wered Daffy as he rubbed his nose. "This
train must be trying to win a race ! The engineer
shouldn't cut those corners like that. I am going to betl
before anything else happens."
"I think l'11 go to bed too," said Joe.
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Joe and Daffy went to bed. Soon Pete followed. He
lay awake for a long time. He raised the shade. He
saw the lights of the towns. Then he thought of Smithtown. And he · wondered what Mary Lou was doing.
His thoughts ťurned to his mother and his father. Were
they well?
His father had always worked very hard. During the
war Mr. Smith worked harder than ever. He had
charge of the war bond drives in Smithtown. And he
worked for the Red Cross.

158
D,gitized by

Goog le

Pete's mother had worked hard too. She was a happy
woman who always seemed ·. to have a good tim.e. She
had been very husy since the war began. She always
did more than her share of any job. And she made a
:fine home for her family. That 3:lone was a big job.

Pete had received a letter in New York from his
mother. She said that the family would meet him and
the boys in Kansas City. Would Mary Lou be with
them? Pete wondered. He thought of his old friends
at home. Would they have changed much? At last he
fell asleep.
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Pete, Daffy, and Joe arrived in Chicago the next
morning. The first thing they did was to telephone
Bill. Bill had gone to Chicago on an earlier train.
Bill wanted the men to see Chicago with bim. But
Pete told bim he had other plans. Joe and Daffy decided
to go with Bill.
Daffy wanted to see the stockyards and the packing
houses. His family sold many of their cattle to the
Chicago Stockyards. But Daffy had never had a chance
before to go to Chicago.
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The boys made a hurried trip through the stockyards.
It was hard to get Daffy to leave. The cattle were the
finest he had ever seen. But Bill had made plans for
them to visit other places. And they had only one day
to spend in Chicago.
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Bill took the boys for a drive along the lake. They
drove far enough south to see the University of Chicago.
Then they went north through the parks along the lake.
Joe said, "Chicago seems to be a string of parks. Look
at that skyline ! I feel almost as I did when we came
into New York."
"This is one of the most beautiful drives in the world,"
said Bill proudly. He showed the boys where old Fort
Dearborn had stood. This was also the scene of the
Worlďs Fair a few years agQ. Then they went for a
drive further north. "This ground was made by filling
in the lake," said Bill. "The lakefront has become a
great park from one end of the city to the other."
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Just then Joe looked at his watch. "How long will
it take to get to the station ?" he asked.
"About an hour," answered Bill. "But we'll have to
hurry if we want to make that train."
•
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On the way back to the station, they pa~ the Water
Tower on Chicago Avenue . .
"See that building in the middle of the street.
looks lilce a castle. What is it ?" asked Daffy.
"lťs the Water Tower," answered Bill.
water for this part of the city."

"lt pumps
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"The Water Tower was bere before the great fire
in 1871," continued Bill. "Ail the other buildings of
that time are gone now. M,ost of them were destroyed
by the fire. But this old stone building is just as it
was in 1871."
"What caused that fire?" asked Daffy.
•

"There are many different stories," answered Bill.
"Some people say that the fire started when Mrs.
O'Leary's cow kicked ov~r a lantern."
"Thaťs just like a cow," said Daffy.
that story."

"I believe
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The boys arrived at the station in plenty of time.
Pete was waiting for them. Daffy stopped in the station
to buy some post cards. He wanted to get a picture
of the stockyards. He stayed long enough to write to
a few friends. Then he addressed his cards and mailed
them.

It was almost time for the train to leave. "I can't
understand Daffy," said Pete. "He's always late."
Just then Daffy appeared. The train started to
move. "Hurry, Daffy," said Pete, "or you'll be left
behind."
"I never missed a train m my life," said Daffy as
he jumped on board.
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Pete, Daffy, and Joe went into the diner as soon as
the train left the station. They sat down at a tahle
for four. The diner was crowded. A man in a gray
suit stopped at their tahle. He was smoking a pipe.
"May I share your tahle?" he asked, "or is this party
for soldiers only ?"
"Sit down, sir," said Pete. "We are glad to talk
to a civilian for a change. We want to know what has
happened bere at home."
The man sat down. "My name is Burns," he said.
He looked in his pockets. He wanted a match to light
his pipe. Pete handed him a pack of matches.
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The men ordered dinner. Daffy ordered everything
Mr. Burns did. Mr. Burns liked to eat too.
"I think I can guess where you three boys live," said
Mr. Burns. "You talk and act like good Kansans."
"That wasn't bard to guess," said Joe.
, are Jayhawkers."

"We sure

I
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"Can you guess what state I am from ?" Mr. Burns
asked .
•

"Give us some help," said Daffy.
"Weil, my home state is the most wonderful state
in the union," said Mr. Burns. "lt has the most interesting history and people. And it has the most
beautiful scenery on earth."
"California," the three boys shouted.
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"Do you direct movies?" Daffy asked Mr. Burns.
"No, making movies isn't all we do in California,"
Mr. Burns answered. "But the movies have been a
great thing for our state."
"You look like a lawyer to me," said Pete.
"You are wrong. I happen to be an oil man," said
Mr. Burns. "And I own a ranchjustoutsideLosAngeles."
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"Thaťs strange," said Pete. "One of our best friends
worked for an oil man in Los Angeles. Our frienďs
name is Pedro."

"Not Pedro Rivera!" said Mr. Burns.
surprised that he stopped smoking.

He was so

"Yes, that is his name," said Pete. "He left New
York yesterday for California. He hopes to get a job
on your ranch," said Pete.

607265°---44-12
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"Pedro can always have a job on my ranch," said
Mr. Burns. "I have known him since he was nine years
old. That was when his father died. Pedro was the
oldest of six children. He was a bright boy and a good
worker. I have always been sorry I didn't send him
to school."
"Pedro went to school in the army," explained Pete.
"Thaťs

good news. I am glad Pedro had this chance,"
said Mr. Burns. "I will see him next week when I get
back to Los Angeles. I will give him a good job. And
I know that he will succeed."
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"You say that Pedro will succeed.
take to succeed?" asked Pete.

What does it

"Education is important," said Mr. Burns. "But it
isn't everything. And anyway, education is more than
just the things you learn in school. A man's education
goes on every day. If he wants to learn, he can go on
learning all his life. Pedro wants to learn. Thať s one
reason he will succeed."
Mr. Burns continued. "I suppose some people might
say that I am a success. I am a good citizen. I take
care of my family. I work bard. And I have made
some money. But don't think making money always
means success."
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Mr. Burns began smoking again. "A man who succeeds must have a real respect and liking for his job," he
said. "He should have good health too. And he must
know how to get along with people and learn from them.
A man can learn a lot from others. I am learning from
you boys right now. Pete, what do you think makes a
man . a success?"
Pete answered, "Weil, I think that a man can't be
much of a success unless he cares about what happens
to other human beings."
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"Y ou are right, Pete," said Mr. Burns. "The greatest
pleasure in life comes from helping others. Our really
great men have always cared about other people. And
people have liked them too." Mr. Burns stood up.
" Well, I guess l'll go to bed now."
Just as the man left the tahle, the train came to a
sudden stop. . They held on to the chairs to keep from
falling. No one was hurt. The waiters did not drop or
break a dish.
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"We have hit something.
Pete.

lťs

an accident," said

"I hope it isn't serious. Leťs go out and see what
happened," said Daffy. Joe and Daffy hurried out of
the car.
Soon Joe came back. "lt wasn't serious," he said.
"We hit a cow. We'll be moving along in a few minutes."
A cow ! That made Pete think of Daffy. Where was
Daffy? Pete ran through the cars until he came to the
the last one. The train started to move. Suddenly
Pete saw Daffy. He was running fast to catch the train.
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Daffy jumped on just in time. He breathed bard .
This time he almost missed the train.
"This is twice today I have nearly lost you," said
Pete. "I hope you go to bed now and stay there."
Pete was a little mad.
'l'11 be glad to go to bed," said Daffy. "If I stay up,
something more is sure to happen to me."
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They started back through the train. The conductor
gave Daffy a telegram. Daffy read it quickly. Then he
said, "Iťs from Cathie. You read it, Pete."
Pete read the telegram. "This telegram doesn't make
sense to me," he said. "Cathie says she just wants to
say goodbye. I thought she said goodbye to you in New
York."
Daffy looked at the telegram again.
"Women sure are funny," he said.

Then he laughed.
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Mr. Burns joined the boys again. He had thought
of something else he wanted to tell them.

C

•

"You know, I have been thinking about what makes a
man happy and successful. Every man should know
how to have a good time," s,aid Mr. Burns. "I work
bard, but I always take time to play. Perhaps that is
why I like California s6 much. I can reach the ocean
in a short time. I try to go for a swim every few days.
Then I can go to the mountains to hunt and fish. I like
to work in the garden too." Then he picked up. a book.
"And if a man can't do these things, he can read about
them. He can get a lot of pleasure that way. Weil,
it is getting late. This time I am going to bed. We'll
talk some more tomorrow."
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Pete, Joe, and Daffy got ready for bed.
·
into the upper berth.

Daffy climbed

"Say, Daffy, I can tel1 you some more about those
wagons," said Pete. "Did you know that 'stogie' came
from the word Conestoga? The drivers called cigars
'stogies.' Men still call some cigars 'stogies'."
Daffy started to answer.
talk.

But he was too sleepy to
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Pete and Daffy got up early the next morning. Pete
looked out the window. The train was coming into
Kansas City. "Shine your shoes and brush your hair,
Daffy," said Pete. "We'll soon be home."
Pete was still looking out the window when the train
pulled into the station. There was his family standing
at the foot of the stairs. They did not see him. Their
eyes were on the entrance to the car.
Pete looked at his father. How old and tired he
seemed ! He works too hard, Pete thought. I shall see
that he has some rest, and some fun too. Then he saw
his mother. She looked well and happy.
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Suddenly Pete's eyes fell on a girl in a blue dress. She
was wearing a rose in her soft dark hair. And she looked
very small beside his father. His question had been
answered. Mary Lou had come to meet him.
N ow everything was all right.

"Hurry," cried Pete to Daffy and Joe. "We're home
at last ! "
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PART FOUR
•

PRIVATE PETE SMITH AT HOME
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CHAPTER 7
Pete walked through the station in Kansas City between his mother and father. The three of them were
talking almost at the same time. It was good to be
together again. And there was much to say.
Joe, Mary Lou, ánd Daffy were walking behind them.
Joe called to Pete, '°' Stop talking Pete. I'm going to
take a hus to Smithtown in a few minutes. And I want
to say goodbye."
Mary Lou turned to her brother. "Joe," she said,
"tel1 mother and father we'll be home this evening.
It will be good to have the family together again."
"Goodbye, Joe," said Mrs. Smith. "I wish you
could stay and drive home with us. But I know you
want to see Peggy and the baby- as soon as you can."
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Mrs. Smith began talking to Daffy. ''Pete wrote
something about you in every letter. At last I came
to know you almost as well as I know Pete. And you
are just as I pictured you."
As they walked along Mr. Smith talked to Pete about
Smithtown. The town had grown much larger during
the war. And business had been very good at his drug
store.
"I could talk about Smithtown all day," said Mr.
Smith. "But I'll stop. You can see the town for
for yourself tomorrow."

185
D,gitízed by

Goog le

,i

l

.j

Mrs. Smith tumed to Pete and said, "We have something we want to show you." They walked over to the
parking lot. What a surprise for Pete! There was a
shining new car with the letters P. S. on the door.
Pete and Daffy walked around and looked at the
car from all sides. I t was streamlined and built close
to the ground. And it had wide seats. This car was
made for comfort and speed.
"It looks almost as good as a jeep to me." said Daffy.
"If it is as good as it looks, it sure is a great car,"
said Pete.
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Pete sat comfortably back of the steering wheel. How
good it was to be in a car again ! He examined the
lights, the horn, ·and the· gears. Then he started the
engine. The motor was very quiet. The car pulled
out of the parking lot. As the car climbed the hill opposite the station, there was no need to shift gears. Daffy
watched with great · interest. "Gee," he sáid, "this
beats a jeep anyday."

607265°--44-13
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They drove by the monument overlooking the station.
This monument was built to honor the men who fought
in World War I. Pete's father was one of these men.
At night the scene is beautiful. Flames pour out of
the top of the monument.
It makes people remember
the heroes of World W ar I.
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When they came to the Art Institute, Mary Lou
said, "Leťs stop bere."
"Why do you want to stop at the Art Institute?"
asked Pete.
"I want you to see something bere," answered Mary
Lou. "This is where I studied art last winter."
They went
room to look
were painted
pick out the

into the building. They stopped in one
at a group of paintings. These pictures
by students. Mary Lou asked Pete to
picture he liked best.

Pete looked carefully at the pictures. There was one
that looked like his grandfather. Pete studied it. It
was grandfather sitting on the porch. He was smiling
as he smoked his pipe. His deepset eyes looked out
in that friendly way Pete knew so well. Pete could
not speak for a short time. Then he saw the name in
the corner of the picture. Another surprise ! Pete was
very proud. Mary Lou had painted this picture.
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Pete looked around for Daffy. Daffy had gone into
the next room. There he was standing in front of a
picture.
" I like this picture," said Daffy as Pete and Mary
Lou came up. "See the bam. lt looks just like
our bam. And look at those cows. l'11 bet they came
from our farm."
Daffy wanted to look at some more pictures of cows
and horses. But Mrs. Smith said it was time to leave.
"Leťs

go," said Pete.
before he goes to bed."

"I want to see grandfather
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They drove through Penn Valley Park to the top
of a hill. ,Many cars had stopped bere. And a number
of people were gathered around a statue of The Scout.
Pete had visited this place with his grandfather. Pete's
grandfather liked to see his statue as often as he could.
lt reminded bim of the early days in Kansas.
Suddenly someone called, "Hello, Pete and Daffy,"
There was Mr. Burns.
Pete turned to his mother and father. "I want you
to meet a friend of ours," he said.
-
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Mr. and Mrs. Smith were very happy to meet this
friend of the boys. "We met Mr. Burns on the train
coming home. He told us about California," said Pete.
"What do you think of this view, Mr. Burns?" asked
Daffy.
"It reminds me a little of Mt. Wilson," said Mr. Burns.

"The top of Mt. Wilson is far above Pasadena, California. The road up the mountain winds around until
it reaches what seems to be the top of the world. Men
study the stars from this high place. And many people
go up there to see the sunsets."
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Mary Lou turned to Mr. Burns. "Your description
reminds me of a scene I painted near Salt Lake City."
"That must have been an interesting trip you made
last summer," said Pete. "How did you get to Salt Lake
City?"
"I drove to Salt Lake City with mother and father,"
answered Mary Lou. "On the third day of the trip, we
want through the desert and over the rocky mountain
roads. By evening we were very tired. But we kept on
driving. At last we came to a place where the road overlooked the city. We stopped the car and got out. We
could see the valley below. Above us the m<mntains
rose to great heights. ln the distance the red and green
lights of the city shone through the clear air."
Mary Lou stopped talking and looked out over the
valley.
"Go on, Maiy Lou.
trip," said Pete.

Tel1 us some more about your
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"We drove on into Salt Lake City and spent the night
there," Mary Lou continued. "The next morning we
returned to the place I told you about. I began painting
at once. I painted a11 day and went back the next day.
The picture was finished in three days. I shall always
keep this picture. It will remind me of one of our most
beautiful western states."
"Of course, I like all our western states," said Mr.
Burns. "And I admire the people of the west. They
still have many of the qualities of the rugged men and
women who settled in these states."
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"The early settlers in Utah were Mormons," continued Mr. Burns. "They were men and women · of
strong character. They were willing to face hardships
and suffering. And they had faith. They knew that in
the end they would succeed.
"In U tah the ground is rocky and dry. The climate
is very cold in winter and hot in summer And great
stretches of ground are covered with salt.
"The early settlers found ways to supply water for
their farms. They built strong houses to protect their
families from winter winds and cold. And they planted
trees to provide shade in summer. These men and
women make Utah a great state."
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"Some of the biggest mines in the world are in Utah,"
said Pete. "Did you visit the Bingham Copper ,Mine
near Salt Lake City, Mary Lou?"
"No," answered Mary Lou, "but l've read a lot about
this mine. Is it true that a whole mountain of copper is
being cut away?"
"Yes, it is," Mr. Burns answered. "This mine is one
of the wonders of the world. Miners work all over the
outside of the mountain. At the same time other miners
are at work inside and under the mountain. They are
really cutting away a whole mountain. As much as
65,000 tons of ore are mined bere in a single day."
"Doesn't that make the country ugly?" asked Daffy.
"Yes, it does," answered Mr. Burns. "But the ore
is valuable. And the space taken up by the tnine is
small. Anyway Utah is a very large state."
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"l'd like to visit Utah," said Daffy. "And I want
to go to the west coast too. Maybe Daisy and I can do
this after we get married."
Daffy turned to Mary Lou. "How is Daisy? Why
didn't she come to meet us?" he asked.
"Daisy is all right," answered Mary Lou.
be at our house tonight."
·

"She'll

Just then Daffy noticed a girl near the statue of the
S.cout. He walked over to look at the statue too.
Mary Lou whispered something to Pete. Pete looked
at Daffy and shook his head. "Thaťs too had," he said.
Daffy came back and said to Pete, "That girl reminds
me of Cathie."

Mr. Burns Iooked at his watch. He had to leave to
make his train. And Mrs. Smith said that it was time
to start home. They said goodbye to Mr. Burns and
hurried over· to the car.
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It was early evening when they got to Smithtown.
They drove down the main street. Small groups of men
stood in front of the post office. Others smoked and
talked outside the corner drug store. "Blow the hom,
Pete," said Mr. Smith. "Let them know you're home."
· In a short time they tumed the comer and stopped in
front of a large white house. This was the moment Pete
had dreamed about. At last he was home ! The house
was just as he thought it would be. He couldn't say
anything for a time. He just stood and lopked at the
house and yard. Then he tuined to his moťher. ·"The
old house sure looks good," he said. "But whaťs going
on here?" lnside the house there was singing and
laughter.
Mr. Smith explained that they had invited some
friends to see Pete and Daffy.

198
D,gitízed by

Goog le

When they got out of the car, grandfather and Pete's
brother John with his family were on the porch.
Suddenly Daffy saw a small round figure in the doorway. "Mom ! " he cried and ran toward her.
"Ob, Daffy," his mother said. "lťs good to have
you back." Then she looked worried. "But you are
thin. Have you been sick?"
"No, Mom." Daffy laughed.
to eat."

"I just don't get enough

"I was afraid you wouldn't get enough to eat.
worried a lot about that," said his mother.

I

"Daffy ate plenty, Mrs. Yoder," said Pete. "And
he weighs enough for his height. He just lost his big
stomach. I think he looks all right now. But he'll get
fat again if he doesn't take some exercise. We haven't
had much exercise lately."
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"Daffy will get plenty of exercise on the farm," said
Mrs. Yoder. "We have some men to help now, Daffy.
But there's a lot of work to do. The fences all need to be
repaired. We have saved that job for you."

"lt will be great to be on the farm again," said Daffy.
u It is a wonderful farm."

...,

"Yes," said his mother. "lt is a good farm. And
we've improved it. At last we have the new kitchen
l've talked about so much."

·I

Daffy looked at his mother. She had always worked
bard. Daffy's father died a few years ago. After that
Mrs. Yoder managed the farm. She never asked anyone
for help. She was a very practical woman. And she
had courage and good sense.
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Everyone went into the house. Mrs. Smith hunied
to the kitchen. ln a short time she came back smiling.
Pete and Daffy were talking to Mrs. Yoder.
"I want to thank you, Mrs. Yoder, for bringing us the
ham and bacon," said Mrs. Smith. "That is the best
looking ham I have ever seen. And it smells good too.
I am glad you cooked it."
"Mom knows how to cook a nam," .said Daffy. "She
boils a ham first. Next she co ve-rs it with spices and all
kinds of fruit juices. Then she bakes it."
"And Pete will like that apple jelly," said Mrs. Smith
to Mrs. Yoder. "How did you know that he likes apple
jelly?"
"Daffy told me to be sure to make plenty of apple
jelly. He said that Pete liked it. Daffy mentioned
Pete in every letter. I think I know almost everything
about Pete," said Mrs. Yoder.
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Pete and Daffy went into the living room. Daffy
looked around for Daisy. He went over to ask Mary
Lou when she was coming.
Just then Daisy appeared at the door. There was a
strange man with her. Why was she with another man?
Daffy looked at the two of them. He noticed how they
looked at each other. Then he knew. Daisy was in
love with another fellow !
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Daisy introduced her friend to Pete and Daffy. Then
she asked Daffy if she could talk to bim alone. They
went out on the porch. Daisy explained everything.
Bob was the man's name. He had been wounded while
he was in Africa. :And he had been sent home. He
improved slowly. At first he was unhappy and discouraged. Daisy went to see bim often. He liked her
cheerful nature. It was just what he needed. As he
grew stronger he came to depend more and more on her.
And at last he knew he was in love with her.
Daisy was in love with bim too. She had often talked
to Bob about Daffy. She was very fond of Daffy. She
had known bim for many years. They were a great deal
alike. They enjoyed the same things and could have
fun together. Daisy knew that she and Daffy would
always be good friends. But she knew now that she did
not want to marry bim.

•
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Daffy watched Daisy as she talked. She is pretty,
he thought: But some way she seemed different now.
Then Daffy thought about Cathie. Cathie might not
be quite as pretty as Daisy but she was the kind of girl
a man couldn't forget.
Daisy looked at Daffy. She thought he looked unhappy.
" l'm sorry, Daffy," she- said.
"I understand," said Daffy. "Bob is a fine fellow.
I hope you will be very happy with bim."
Then Daisy noticed that Daffy seemed to be thinking
of something else.
"You can't fool me, Daffy," she said. "You aren't
unhappy about Bob and me. I know you. You haven't
changed a bit. I bet you like some other girl."
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While the guests were eating, Mary Lou and Pete
went out on the porch. There were swings at either
end of the porch. "Remember these old swings, Pete ?"
said Mary Lou. "You sit in one and 1'11 sit in the other.
We used to do that when we were children."
"Leťs

r

•

sit in the same swing now," said Pete.

•

Just as they started to swing, they heard someone
singing.
Mary Lou, Mary Lou,
Cross my heart
I love you"There's that song again," said Pete. And he looked
down at Mary Lou. "I think iťs my favorite song.
It tells the way l've always felt about you."
Pete reached in his pocket. He took out a small
box and opened it. "Mary Lou," he said, "l've waited
two years for this moment. I hope you'll always wear
this ring." As he sµpped it on her finger, he asked her
to marry bim.
·
"Pete, this ring is beautiful." said Mary Lou.
have never been so happy."

.
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Just then they heard a noise at the other end of the
porch. The other swing began to move.
Pete said, "1'11 bet

thaťs

one of the boys."

"Yes, it is one of the boys," said someone in a low
voice.
"Why, grandfather ! " said Pete.
you been bere?"

"How long have

"Only a short time," he answered. "I am sorry,
Pete. I was almost asleep when you and Mary Lou
came out on the porch. Then I found myself in a tight
spot. I didn't know whether to stay or to leave."
Grandfather laughed. "I was afraid you wouldn't
ask her if I moved. So I stayed and kept quiet," he
said.
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"Mary Lou, yoú remind me of Pete's grandmother.
But I didn't give her an engagement ring," said grandfather. "I just gave here a plain gold ring when we
were married. We both liked that ring. I still have
it. And I want Pete to give it to you when you get
married."
He opened the screen door and started into the house.
"You had me pretty anxious, Pete," he said. "I thought
you'd never get around to asking Mary Lou to marry
you!"
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Grandfather went upstairs. Mary Lou and Pete went
inside. Pete's father was talking about Buffalo Bill
to some friends. Mr. Smith liked to talk about Buffalo
Bill and the early days in the West.
"Buffalo Bill was an interesting character," Mr. Smith
said. "My father knew bim. When Buffalo Bill brought
his show to Smithtown, my father helped put up the
tent."
"Where did Buffalo Bill get his name ?" asked Mary
Lou.
"He killed buffaloes to provide meat for the men
who were building the Union Pacific Railroad," said
Mr. Smith. "He brought in more than 4,000 buffaloes
in 18 months."
"And he was a real cowboy," said Pete. "The cowboys were important people in early Kansas, They did
much more than drink, shoot, ride, and 'die with their
boots on.' They helped keep law and order in the West.
They were men of courage and spirit."
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"You :find these qualities in many Kansans," said Mr.
Smith. "Look at William Allen White. He stayed in
Kansas all his life. Yet his newspaper in Emporia had
great influence throughout the country.
"He had many other interests too. He took part in
national politics. And he wrote about world affairs
and important people of his time. ln my opinion he was
really a great American."
"His son is a writer too," said Mary Lou. "One of
his books tells what P. T. boats did in the early days of
World War II. Grandfather and I read this book together. . We both liked it very much."
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It was getting late. Daisy and Bob were the first
of the guests to leave. Mary Lou and Pete were standing
near the door. Mary Lou reached over and put her
left band on Pete's arm. Her new ring sparkled.
"Mary Lou," said Daisy.
ring?"

"Where did you get that

"Where did she get that ring?" repeated Pete.
gave it to her. We're engaged."

"I

The guests crowded around Pete and Mary Lou. They
wanted to know when the wedding was going to take
place. Mary Lou said that it was too soon to set the date.
They had just become engaged.
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Some friends gathered around the piano.
to sing. ·

They began

The bells are ringing for me and my gal,
The birds are singing for me and my gal,
•

Everybody's been knowing
To a wedding they're going.
They were still singing when grandfather came down
the stairs. He slipped an old blue box in Pete's pocket.
"Here is the ring, son," he said. "Get married soon.
I like a wedding."
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CHAPTER 8
Pete and Mary Lou were sitting on the front steps
of her house. They had just come from work. Pete
looked at Mary Lou. She was prettier than ever. How
lucky he was to have a girl like Mary Lou, he thought.
He wished they could get married right now.
But Mary Lou was practical. She said that they
should wait until they could build their own home. They
were both working now. And they were saving their
money. They hoped to make the first payment on the
house by Christmas. Then they would get married.
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Pete and Mary Lou went on talking about the house.
It was to have five rooms. And it was to be very modem.
Then they talked about their work. "Do you still like
your job?" asked Pete.
"Yes, I like it very much," Mary Lou answered.
She was working mthe office of Smithtown's department
store. "I was lucky to get the job. At least ten other ·
girls applied for it."
"It wasn't luck," said Pete.
smartest girl in town."
•

"I think you're the

- "Thaťs not true, Pete. But I do know how to apply
for a job. The manager said I wrote a good letter of
application," said Mary Lou.
"What did you put in your letter?" asked Pete.
"I don't remember exactly," answered Mary Lou.
"But I did say that I worked rapidly. And I said that
I could be counted on to follow directions. But I pointed
out that I could also work alone if it became necessary.
I ended the letter by saying that I liked people and worked
well with them."
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"All that is true, Mary Lou," said Pete. "I am glad
you got the job. But I don't like to have you work.
When we are married, you're going to stay home."
"Thaťs

why I want to wait to get married," said Mary
Lou. "If we were married now, l'd have to work. And
we would have to live with our parents. It is better for
a young couple to live alone."
"That house ·seems so far away," said Pete. "But
I know that it is better to wait. Anyway, I want to have
a good job before we marry."
"Your job in the drugstore is all right for the present,"
said Mary Lou. "You should work there now. Your
father needed to take a vacation."
"I know that," said Pete. "He has worked too bard
all his life. I am glad to stay in the store while he is
~way. But I do want a radio job soon."
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A few weeks ago Pete had gone to the _radio station to
ask about a job. He was told that there were no vacancies. Mary Lou said that Pete should not have applied
for a job that way. So Pete wrote a letter of application.
And he asked for an interview. Then grandfather spoke .
to - Mr. Sims about Pete. Grandfather and Mr. Sims
were old friends.
Mr. Sims liked Pete's letter. And he was pleased with
the interview. He promised to let Pete know when a
job was open.
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"I hope you don't have to wait too long for that job,"
said Mary Lou. "Whaťs happened to your friends?
Do they have jobs?"
"I had letters from three of the boys this week,"
answered Pete. "Bill and Pedro are doing well. They
have good jobs. But Frank is having a tc,ugh thne. I
am going to write bim tonight. But I don't know just
what to say. Let me read his letter to you."
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Dear Pete,

It was good to get your letter. I should have answered
it sooner. But I have been husy trying to find a job.
And I didn't want to write you until I could report good
news.
Everything was fine when I first got home. It was
great to be back in Boston. And my friends were happy
to see me. For a few weeks we had good times. During
this time I wasn't much concerned about work. I looked
around a little for a job. But nothing turned up. Then
I tried harder. Still I could not find a job I want~d.
Thaťs when I became discouraged.
Remember the long talks we used to have, Pete. I
thought I was going to be a pilot then. But there just
aren't enough jobs for everyone who wants to :fly.
About a week ago, I began to look around for something else. I've had one or two leads. I saw Ed Clark
last Monday. He took his basic training with me. He
is selling automobiles now.
We went for a short ride. The car he was driving is a
beauty. While we were driving, Ed told me that his
company needed more salesmen. He suggested that I
apply for a job. Up to this time, I had never thought of
selling anything. Do you think I' d make a good salesman, Pete? I'm not at all sure that I would.
Weil, thaťs one lead I'll work on. Then there's another.
A friend of mine suggested that I start my own business.
There is a radio shop I can get by making a small first
payment. I have -a little money in the bank. But
I'm not sure that I should use my savings this way.
If you have any suggestions, please send them along.
Remember me to Mary Lou and Daffy.
Sincerely,
Frank
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"I don't know how you should answer that letter,
Pete," said Mary Lou. "But grandfather will know.
Leťs read the letter to bim. He'll give us some good
advice."
"You think grandfather knows everything, don't you ?"
asked Pete.
"Yes," answered Mary Lou. "l've gone to bim with
my problems since I was six years old."
Mary Lou and Pete started across the yard. "Mother,"
called Mary Lou, "I am going over to Pete's house."
Mrs. Kent came out on the porch. "Come back
soon," she said. "Supper is almost ready."
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Grandfather was sitting on the porch in the swing.
He heard what Mrs. Kent said. ''You'd better plan to
stay here for supper, Mary Lou. We are going to have
strawberry ice cream for dessert."

'1'

•

Mary Lou and Pete sat down in the swing with grandfather. "You're a very pretty girl, Mary Lou," he said.
"If I were only :fifty years younger, Pete wouldn't have
a chance."
Pete handed -Frank's -letter to- his grandfather~ ·"Do·
you remember Frank?" he asked. "He was the sergeant
I told you about."
"Of course I do," answered grandfather.
he getting along ?"

"How is

"Not very well," answered Pete. "Heis having a hard
time getting a job. I want you to read this letter from
lům."

607265°-44-15
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Grandfather read Frank's letter slowly. "I wish I
could talk to that boy," he said. "Write to him right
away, Pete. And warn him about starting a business
of his own now. It isn't easy to succeed in your own
business unless you have had plenty of experience."
"I have a feeling Frank really doesn't know what he
wants to do," said Mary Lou.
"You may be right," said grandfather. "But he
should not rush into a new job. Why don't you send
him that army book you showed me? It tells how to go
about getting a job. There is some good advice in it.
"Tell Frank to sit down and make a study of himself,"
grandfather continued. "He might make a list of the
different things he can do well, like driving a car or repair-ing a machine. And he should take time to find out what
jobs are open in Boston. Then he should go over his
own abilities to see if he can fit into any of these jobs. He
may find one that suits him. If this j9b requires special
training, tel1 him to get it. lťll pay him in the long run.
Anyway, training for many jobs takes only a short time."
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Grandfather smiled at Mary Lou. "Weil, Mary Lou,"
he said, "l've almost made a speech again. But I am
interested in Frank. And I' d like to help him. Be sure
to answer Frank's letter tonight, Pete."
"l'll do that, grandfather," answered Pete. "And
l'll tell him everything you said. He has heard a lot
about you. I used to read your letters to him."
"If l'd known that, I would have been more careful,"
said grandfather. "A man should watch what he puts
into a letter.

"I ahnost forgot to tel1 you the good news, Pete. Mr.
Sims called today. He said that there will be an opening for you in the radio station soon. It isn't just the
job you applied for. Mr. Sims doesn't think you're
ready to be a radio engineer now. If you make good on
this job, you can become a radio engineer later. He
wants you to start work the first of the month."
This was great news for Pete and Mary Lou. Now
they.•might get married even sooner than they had planned .
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Just then a truck stopped in front of the house.
Smith and Daffy got out.

Mr.

tt Mother," called Pete.
"Daďs home. And Daffy's
with bim." Pete and Mary Lou went out to the car.

"Rello, Dad. And how are you, Daffy?
-you two get together ?" asked Pete.

Where did

"When I got off the train," said Mr. Smith, "the
first person I saw was Daffy. He had come to the station
to ship some things from the farm. Then he was coming
out to see you, Pete. So he brought me home in the
truck."
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"I am sorry we clidn't meet you, Dad," said Pete.
"But we weren't expecting you until Sunday."
"I know," said Mr. Smith. "But I thought you might
need some help tomorrow. Saturday is always a husy
day in the store."
They asked Mr. Smith about his vacation. He said
he had enjoyed the trip very much. I t had been good
for him. He looked better than he had for years, thought
Mrs. Smith.
Pete told his father about the new job. "I'll miss ,
you around the store, son," he said. "But I'm glad
you got the radio job."
"And so am I," said Daffy. "Pete would never be
happy at any other kind of work."
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Daffy had come to ask Pete to spend the weekend on
the farm. "Mom said to tell you to be sure to bring
Mary Lou with you," he said.
Daffy planned to stay in Smithtown Friday night.
He had to buy some things Saturday for the farm. Later
in the day, he would take Pete and Mary Lou to the farm.
Mary Lou said she would be ready to leave about five
o'clock. She didn't feel that she should ask to have
Saturday off. For she had already made arrangements
to be away for the opening of the State Fair.
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Mrs. Smith turned to her hushand. "Leťs go into
the house," she said. "You can tell me ahout your trip
while I'm setting the tahle. Of course you'll stay for
supper, Daffy."
After supper they all sat on the front porch. Mr.
Smith told them ahout his trip. He had always liked
to go camping. And he enjoyed fishing. He had hrought
home more fish this time than ever hefore. Mrs. Smith
had given several :fish to Mary Lou's mother.

.

"How is your mother, Daffy?" Mrs. Smith asked.
"I suppose she is husy getting ready for the State Fair."

"Mom's fine, Mrs. Smith," answered Daffy. "She
sure is looking forward to the fair this year. She plans
to enter things in four contests. I want Pete and Mary
Lou to see these things when they get to the farm."
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Daffy, Pete, and Mary Lou reached the Yoder farm
in time for supper on Saturday. Mrs. Yoder was waiting
for them. She was sitting in an old rocking chair on the
front porch.
"Mom is sitting in her favorite chair," said Daffy.
"She says it just fits her."
They all talked for a time on the front porch. Mrs.
Yoder told them she had everything ready for a picnic
supper. She thought they would enjoy ~ meal out-ofdoors. Mary Lou helped her pack the food while Daffy
showed Pete the two prize brown and white calves.
Mrs. Y oder was very proud of them.
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Later they crossed the cornfield and walked to the
river. Daffy and Pete gathered wood for the fire.
Soon the coffee was boiling.
Mrs. Yoder spread the food on a red and white checked
tablecloth. She had brought chicken and ham. She knew
that Pete liked baked ham. And Daffy liked fried chicken
better than anything else. But he liked baked ham too.
Mary Lou said she had never seen so many good things
to eat. She helped unpack potato salad, baked beans,
and bard boiled eggs. For dessert, Mrs. Yoder had baked
a large chocolate cake. It was still warm. And it smelle4
good.
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After supper they sat around quietly for a while.
Mary Lou's voice broke the stillness of the evening.
Shine on, Shine on Harvest Moon,
Up in the sky
Then the boys joined in. Mrs. Yoder leaned back
against a tree. This was like old times, she thought.
It was good to have Daffy and his friends with her.
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It 'was late when they got back to the house. The
telephone was ringing. The hired man met Daffy on
the porch. "The operator has been trying to reach
you all evening," he said. "She has a telegram for you."
,

...

"Now, who could be sending you a telegram?" asked
Mrs. Yoder.
"lťs from Cathie, Mom," answered Daffy.
my telegrams are from Cathie."

"Ali

Daffy went to the telephone. Cathie had wired that
she was coming through Smithtown next Saturday.
And she wanted Daffy to meet her train. She had
something to tel1 him.
,,
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Pete, Mary Lou, and Daffy got up early Sunday
morning and went for a walk around the farm. They
stopped at the bam to see Daffy's horse. He was getting old. But ~e was still a good riding horse.
"Daffy always loved horses," said Mrs. Yoder when
they returned. "Even when he was a little boy, he
was a good rider. And he used to break our young
horses. I have never seen a horse that could throw
him."
Mrs. Yoder turned to Mary Lou.
girl, Cathie ?" she asked.

"Who

IS

this

"I don't know her," said Mary Lou. "But Pete
has mentioned her a number of times. I'll ask him
to tel1 me more about her."
"I'd like to know something about her," said Mrs.
Yoder. "I think Daffy likes her."
Pete and Mary Lou went back to Snůthtown early
that evening. They wanted to get plenty of sleep.
For they were going to the State Fair the next day.
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A steady line of cars left Smithtown the next morning. Once on the main highway, they headed west.
The State Fair would open at ten o' clock.
Grandfather looked forward every year to the State
Fair. More than ever before, he wanted to go this year.
For Pete was home again. lt was just like old times.
Grandfather, Pete, and Mary Lou started very early.
This was grandfather's big -day. He had been going
to State Fairs for forty years. And for twenty years,
he had helped with the Fairs. Everyone said that he
was one of the best judges of livestock in the state.
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Pete's father and mother picked up Mrs. Yoder at
the farm. And Daffy and the hired man drove in
the truck. They were taking the things from the farm
to enter in the contests. The brown and white calves
stood close together in the truck
The Yoder farm had done well this year. Daffy and
his mother were proud of their crops. The potatoes
\ were the largest they had ever raised. Daffy laughed
as he put the bags into the truck. The hired man looked
at him. "Whaťs so funny?" he asked.
"Weil," Daffy replied, "Pete and Joe will be surprised when they see these potatoes. I told them once
that we raised potatoes as big as helmets. They'll have
to believe me now."
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Daffy drove slowly along the road to Topeka. Everyone who passed waved and shouted. Many of the people
were· his friends. And on Fair day, everyone was friendly.

,.

There were all kinds of cars on the road. "There's
everything on this road but a jeep," said Daffy. "And
it wouldn't surprise me if we saw one."
After the truck was unloaded, Daffy looked for his
mother and the Smiths. He found them near the big
tent. They all went inside to hear the opening speeches.
Grandfather Smith sat on the speaker's platform.
Every few minutes he bent down to shake hands with
someone who came by. Mary Lou whispered to Pete,
"Grandfather must know about everybody in Kansas."
"I believe he does," said Pete. "And he never forgets a name. This is really his big day. Doesn't he
look happy? He is seeing all his old friends again."
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Pete and Daffy went over to the stables to look at
the horses. One caught Daffy's eye. Daffy thought
he was the most beautiful horse he had ever seen. His
lines were perfect. And there was a white star above
his eyes. His black coat shone as he moved about
restlessly. He seemed to hear every sound.
The attendant said that this horse was an outlaw.
Many people had tried to break him. But no one had
succeeded.
"He is just a mean horse--ornery and cussed," said
the attendant. "No one has been able to ride him.
And I never go near his stali without a pitchfork or
. a whip."
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Daffy watched the attendant closely. He yelled at
the horse and cursed him. He snapped the whip and
drove the horse to the back of the stall. Then he put
in some hay and oats.
That man doesn't know how to treat a horse, thought
Daffy. No wonder the horse doesn't like him. All
that horse needs is right treatment. l'd like to have
a try at riding him.
A man was watching Daffy.

He introduced himself.

''I am Joe Pearson," he said. "I can see that you like
that horse. Star is a fast, sturdy animal. But no one
can ride him."

607265°-44-16
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At two o'clock Pete and Daffy went to see the broncobusting contest. This was the most exciting event of
the Fair. The bleachers were crowded.
Suddenly there was a great noise on the field. A
fine horse was put in the pen. Then the announcer
said, "Ladies and Gentlemen. You are going to see
the sensation of the Fair. Let me introduce Star, that
famous streak of lightning-the wildest horse in the
state."
Star was bound in a narrow pen. From above the
men lowered a saddle and fastened it on him. Then
the rider got on. The horse tried to break loose. He
kicked until it seemed he would tear the pen apart.
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Then the gate opened. Star leaped ahead and stopped
suddenly. The rider shot over his head and landed
in front of him. Star swung around. The cowboy
leaped out of danger. The sleeve of his shirt was left
hanging on the saddle as the horse dashed across the
field.
At last Star was brought back and put in the pen
again. He kicked the sides of the pen with his front
hoofs.
"Gosh, he sure has plenty of pep," said Daffy.
like a horse with spirit."

237
Digitized

byGoogle

"I

Once again the gate opened. Another cowboy had
mounted Star in the pen. The horse drew back. His
body almost touched the ground. Like a spring, he
threw himself forward-fifteen feet in one leap.
Then Star looked around. The cowboy was still
on his back. Riders usually fell after the first leap.
Then the horse tore ahead. The rider was losing his
balance. Suddenly Star stopped. Then he started to
buck. With the first buck the rider was thrown. By
. this time the horse was mad. He ran ahead wildly
and kept on bucking.
The crowd
nouncer came
one who will
crowd willing

in the bleachers yelled. Then the anout and said, "We will give $50 to any
ride this wild horse. 1s any one in the
to take the chance ?"
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Daffy jumped up.
try."

"Pete," he said, "I think l'11

"You're crazy, Daffy, he'll kill you," shouted Pete.
"You're wrong, Pete," said Daffy. "I like horses.
And I think I know how to handle this one. Gosh,
I' d like to own bim."
Mr. Pearson heard Daffy and said, "If you ride bim,
you can have bim for the $50 prize."
Pete tried to stop Daffy. But Daffy was determined
to try to ride this horse. He went over to the truck
and got several carrots and an apple. Then he walked
slowly back to the pen.
"Steady, boy," said . Daffy.

"Behave yourself."

Star looked around. Daffy broke off a carrot. Star
took it from his hand. "Look out, he'll take off your
arm," yelled the attendant.
Daffy walked around the pen. He got near enough
to give Star another carrot. Then he climbed to the
top of the pen and lowered bimself onto the horse's
back. "Ride bim, cowboy," yelled the crowd.
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The gate opened. Star shot out on the field. He
stopped suddenly and began to buck. But Daffy hung
on. Then Star jumped forward fifteen feet in one leap.
Daffy was still on his back when he stopped.
Star laid his ears flat on his head.
and looked around.

He bared his teeth

"Steady, boy," a quiet voice said. Then Daffy rubbed
Star's ears and stroked his neck. "Come on, boy, whaťs
all the fuss about?" he said.
Star drew back once more. · Everyone in the bleachers stood up. N ow for the fireworks !
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"Do you think he'll ride him ?" asked Pete.
"Ten to one he won't," answered Mr. Pearson.
"l'11 take that bet," a woman's voice answered.
There was Ma Yoder. She and Mary Lou had come in
during the show. At first she was angry. "Why did
you let .· Daffy ride him ?" she asked Pete.
Then she turned to Mr. Pearson. "You'll lose your
bet, stranger. That son of mine can ride any horse
in Kansas."
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Star made one more great leap. Then he began to
buck. And again he heard the quiet voice, "Slow up,
fellow. You're all right."
The horse tried to get hold of the bit between his
teeth. But he could not do it. There was an iron hand
on the reins. Once again he heard Daffy say, "Slow
up, fellow."
Star seemed surprised. No one had ever treated
him this way before. Here was a rider he could not
throw. And yet the man treated him kindly.
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Everyone in the bleachers rose. What would the
horse do now? They watched in silence. Star ran
around the field once. Then he trotted over to the pen.
Daffy jumped off and stroked his neck. Then he put
a blanket over him.
Ma Yoder, Mr. Pearson, Mary Lou, and Pete were
there to meet him.

I

1

"He's yours, son," said Mr. Pearson. "Now you've
got the finest horse in Kansas. And you can keep the
$50. You've earned it."
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CHAPrER 9

By the middle of April, Pete and Mary Lou's house
was almost finished. The spring weather had been
just right for building. The house would be ready
two weeks ahead of time.
This small five room house fitted into the side of a
hill. The kitchen was Mary Lou's favorite room. But
Pete preferred the workshop in the basement. Both
Mary Lou and Pete thought that the living room was
just about perfect. There was a fireplace in one end
of this large room. At the other end windows reached
from the ceiling to the floor. Pete said that these windows would make him feel that he was living out-ofdoors.
There were two large elm trees in the front yard.
Their branches covered the roof of the living room and
the front porch. And there was .. plenty of room in
the backyard for a garden.
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The workmen were putting the last coat of paint
on the house. A man who was passing stopped and
walked around the house several times. "You certainly put up this house in a hurry," he said to one of
the workmen. "I was in Smithtown three months ago.
The house wasn't even started then. I am interested
in modem houses. Would it be all right if I went inside
· and looked around ?"
"Yes, half of Smithtown has already seen this house,"
answered the workman. "You are right about the
time it took to build it. The ground was broken just
two months ago."
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"Whose house is this ?" asked the man.
"You must be a stranger in Smithtown," answered
the foreman. "Everybody in town knows that this
house belongs to Pete and Mary Lou Smith. They
were married Christmas Day. I am sure that they
would want you to see it. And I'd like to know what
you think of it. Iťs a good practical home for a young
couple."
"Pete and Mary Lou are lucky," said another workman. " Not every young married couple can have their
own home."
"But many could if they planned like Mary Lou
and Pete," said the foreman. "Pete has been working
bard since he got out of the army. Mary Lou has been
working too. They saved their money to make the first
payment on the house. And they got a loan from the
government.
"Of course, Grandfather Smith helped them out. He
gave them the lot for a wedding present. Pete and
Mary Lou didn't think he should. They said he should
save his money for a rainy day. But he wouldn't listen
to them. He said that at his age he could let the rainy
days take care of themselves. And he'd take care of
Pete and Mary Lou."
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"You seem to know a lot about the Smith family,"
said the workman.
"We are neighbors," answered the foreman. "l've
watched Pete and Mary Lou grow up. And I always
hoped they'd get married. Everyone in Smithtown likes
them both."
He looked up the street. "Here they come now.
And Grandfather Smith is with them."
Grandfather, Pete, and Mary Lou came into the yard.
They had brought some plants to set out.
"Helio," said the foreman. "How are you today?
A stranger came by who wanted to see your house. He's
inside now. You'd better go in and show him around."
"We will," said Pete. "There isn't anything Mary
Lou would rather do." The three of them went into the
house. The foreman followed. He was proud of the
house too.
Grandfather pointed to every feature of the house
with pride. "You'd think this house was his instead
of yours and Pete's," the foreman said to Mary Lou
in a low voice.
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Mary Lou and Pete moved into the house the fi.rst
of May. Although Mary Lou was no longer working
in the department store, she was husy all the time.
There were many thing to do in the new house. And
the garden took lots of time too.
Mary Lou was working in the garden one day when
Daffy drove up. Every time he came to Smithtown,
he brought something for the garden. He took some
tomato plants out of the truck. Then he walked
around the house. He thought he'd find Mary Lou in
the garden.
"Mary Lou, get some water," said Daffy. "Leťs
set out these tomato plants before Pete gets home from
work."
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Mary Lou poured water around the plants after Daffy
· set them in the ground. "How is Cathie?" she asked.
"All right, I guess," said Daffy.
from her for some time."

"I haven't heard

"Have you written her?" asked Mary Lou.
"No," was all Daffy answered.
"Why don't you write her, Daffy?" asked Mary Lou.
"Oh, I don't know," answered Daffy. "I don't know
whether she'd wailt to hear from me. She didn't ask
me to write when she went through Smithtown."
"But she had just received a great shock," said Mary
Lou. "Only a few days before, she heard that the man
she was engaged to marry was dead. You said yourself she didn't seem to know what she was doing."
· "She didn't," said Daffy. "Of course, the sergeanťs
death was a great shock to her. He died overseas. ·
Cathie really liked that guy."
"She likes you too, Daffy," said Mary Lou.
said so."

"Pete

"But not in the way she liked the sergeant," said
Daffy. "Cathie and I are good friends. She likes
to joke with me. And we have good times together.
But she just likes me as a friend."
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"I don't know a better way to like anybody, Daffy,"
said Mary Lou. They were quiet for a time. Then
Mary Lou said, "You're in love with Cathie, aren't
you? Thaťs why you didn't care when Daisy married
Bob."
.
"Maybe you're right," said Daffy. "The war changed
Daisy and me. She fell in love with Bob while I was
away. I could tel1 by her letters that something had
happened. I wasn't surprised when she told me about
bim. Bob and Daisy are very happy now. There's
no need to worry about them."

i

J

"But I worry about you," said Mary Lou. "And l'd
like to know Cathie. Pete and I want her to visit us.
I'm going to write her tonight. Why don't you write
her too, Daffy?"
Daffy laughed. "I don't think l'11 do that," he said.
"But l'11 tel1 you what I am going to do. l'm going to
send Cathie a telegram."
"Thaťs

a good idea, Daffy," said Mary Lou.
tel1 Pete. Here he comes now."

''Leťs

J
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Pete was coming toward them. "Hey, Pete," Daffy
called. "Why did you stay away until a1l the work
was done ?" He showed Pete the four straight rows of
tomato plants.

·s

"We're lucky, Mary Lou," said Pete,
farmer for our best friend."

"to have a

Pete told them that he had been very husy at the
radio station. But he liked his work there. The manager, Mr. Harris, was a Texan. He had an easy going
way that reminded Pete of Will Rogers. "The best
thing about him," said Pete, "is the way he treats people.
He expects them to do good work. And they always
try to live up to what he expects o.f them."

607265°--44-17
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"Mr. Harris is going to be on the air at six
o'clock," said Daffy. "lťs about time for him to come
on now. Leť s go in and listen to him."
Pete, Mary Lou, and Daffy went into the living room
and turned on the radio. Mr. Harris gave the prices
of livestock in the Chicago market. Then he made a
few remarks about late planting.
"Tell me more about Mr. Harris," said Daffy when
the broadcast was over. "I like that guy."
r,

"Mr. Harris was a radio operator in the Air Corps
during the war," said Pete. "This is his first job since
he was overseas. I l).ave never know a man to have
so many friends. Almost every day, someone he knew
in the. army drops in to see him."
Mary Lou smiled. "Pete likes Mr. Harris so much
he's beginning to act a little like a Texan," she said.
"And he came home last night whistling, 'Deep in the
Heart of Texas'. "
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Mr. Harris liked Pete too. He depended on him
more and more. He was sending Pete to Chicago week
after next. Some new equipment was needed for the
radio station. Pete had just learned about the trip
today. Mary Lou was pleased when he told her.
"And you're going with me," he said.
"I have an idea," said Daffy. "I'll go along. And
we'll write Frank and Pedro asking them to join us.
Bill will be in Chicago anyway. And perhaps Joe can
get away too. We can have our reunion. Iťs been
about a year since we were a11 together."
They wrote letters to Frank, Pedro, and Bill. In
a few days they received answers. Ail of them except
Pedro could be in Chicago for the reunion.

•
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Daffy, Pete, and Mary Lou left Snůthtown Sunday.
·Joe was unable to go with them. Mr. Peters had suddenly decided to take a vacation. And Joe had to stay
to take care of the s~re.

•

They arrived in Chicago Monday morning. Frank
was to meet them at the hotel. When they signed the
register, the room clerk ·said, "Your friend is expecting
you. l'11 telephone him. I think he is in his rooni."
There was no need to call Frank. He was coming
toward them. He had been waiting in the lobby. "You
haven't changed a bit," he said to Pete.
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Pete introduced Frank to Mary Lou. Then they
began to talk. They didn't notice a Mexican boy who
had come into the hotel. But he saw them. He walked
over and stood for a moment quietly behind Pete.
Pete looked around. There was Pedro! He smiled.
· And his white teeth and brown eyes sparkled.
"Where did you come from Pedro? And how did
you get bere?" asked Daffy. "We thought you weren't
coming."
"I didn't think I could make it," answered Pedro.
"But Mr. Burns arranged things so that I could come.
You know I am working on his ranch. He heard me
say that you boys were going to meet in Chicago. He
knew I didn't have the money to make the trip. So he
started making plans for me. Some of his friends were
coming East. They needed someone to drive their
car. Mr. Burns suggested that they take me along
to drive. So bere I am. I can stay only three days.
We are starting back Thursday."
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"lťs

great to have you bere, Pedro," said Pete. ~'Now
if Joe were only bere, the old crowd would be together
again."
"Where is Joe?" asked Pedro.
come?"

"Why didn't he

"Joe couldn't get away. His boss is taking a vacation," answered Pete. "But Joe is getting along fine
in Smithtown. He is doing well in the store. And he
was made an alderman the other day. He is husy with
other things too. He is trying to get the town to build
a public swimming pool and a golf course."
"Joe is one of our best citizens," said Mary Lou.
"He is very much interested in young people. You
should see the two baseball teams he organized. We
have some real ball games in Smithtown. Pete is the
umpire. And Daffy catches when he is in town."
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Frank looked at Daffy. "Why are you so quiet?"
he asked. "You haven't even said you're hungry. Is
anything wrong ?"
"No," answered Daffy. "I'm just enjoying myself.
great to see you all again."

Iťs

"Iťs

good to see you too, Daffy," said Frank. "I'm
the one who is hungry now. Leťs eat breakfast."
While they were eating, they planned a party for
that evening. They would meet at the hotel about
six o'clock.
Pete, Daffy, and Mary Lou were going to visit Bill's
school. Bill was coming back to the hotel with them.
As they left the dining room, Daffy said, '' 1'11 be

back later."
"'Why, Daffy," said Pete. "Where are you going?
I thought you were coming with us. Bill's expecting
you."
"I'm sorry. But I can't go with you," said Daffy.
"There is something I must do now. Tell Bill l'll see
him tonight."
"I don't understand Daffy," said Pete a little later.
"He never acted like this before. He must have something very important to do. But I wonder why he didn't
tell me about it."
"I think I can guess where he has gone," said Mary
Lou. "But I may be wrong. l'll tel1 you tonight
if my guess is right. Leťs go now. Bill is expecting
us before noon."
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When they arrived at the school, Bill was teaching
a lesson in history. He had a globe and a number of
maps in the room. He motioned for Pete and Mary
Lou to sit down.
The students had written stories about the United
Nations. Mary Lou and Pete listened with great interest as they were read aloud. Bill encouraged the
students to make comments. He led the discussion
and made suggestions for improving the · stories.
"I knew Bill would be a good teacher," Pete said to
Mary Lou.
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Bill wanted to see Daffy before they went to dinner.
So he, Pete and .Mary Lou hurried back to the hotel.
But Daffy had not returned. In a short time Pedro
and Frank · arrived. Still Daffy had not come back.
Pete became worried.
"I know that something has happened to Daffy,"
said Pete. "As long as he stays in Smithtown, he's all
right. But he shouldn't roam around alone. He's sure
to get in trouble."

Mary Lou was standing near the window. She smiled
and said, "Here he comes. I don't think he's having
any trouble. And he isn't roaming around alone. He
has a good looking girl with him."
They all looked out the window.
"Cathie !" shouted Pete, Pedro, Bill, and Frank together.
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Daffy and Cathie came into the hotel. Daffy introduced his friends to her. When he came to Mary Lou,
he said, "I took your advice, Mary Lou. And now I
want you to meet the girl l'm going to marry."
No one said a word for a few minutes. They were
too much surprised to speak. Daffy had not told any
of them that he was going to meet Cathie in Chicago.
, I

Mary Lou went over to Pete.
Daffy," she said.

"I guessed right about
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They all crowded around Daffy and Cathie. How
long had they been engaged? When were they gomg
to be married?
Cathie laughed ~d said, "We became engaged about
two hours ago. I wanted to be married this afternoon.
But Daffy said that he wouldn't feel that he was married
if Pete and Mary Lou were not there." She looked
around at Daffy's friends. "And I want you all to
come to the wedding," she said.

,;
I

I

•

As they started into the dining room, Pete stopped
Daffy. "Have you given Cathie an engagement ring?"
he asked.
"No," answered Daffy.
Star instead."

"I am going to give her

"You mean you are going to give her a horse!" exclaimed Pete.
"Yes, I'll give her a ring later," said Daffy.
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Cathie overheard Pete and Daffy. "Star is the best
present Daffy could give me," she said. "I know how
much Star means to Daffy. And I like horses almost
as much as he does."
Then Cathie went over and spoke quietly to Mary
Lou. "l'11 always be grateful to you, ·Mary Lou,"
said Cathie. "In a way you are responsible for our
engagement. Do you know, I believe I've been in
love with Daffy from the first."
"l'm sure you'll be happy together," said Mary Lou.
"By the way, do you think you'll like living on a farm ?"
"I know l'11 like it," said Cathie. "I had a nice
long letter from Mrs. Yoder last week. She told me
a lot about the farm."
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After clinner Mary Lou, Cathie, and Daffy left the
hotel. They had to make plans for the wedding. Frank, ..
Pedro, Bill, and Pete stayed at the hotei. · At fi,rsť they
talked about their experiences in the army. _Then they
began to discuss their jobs.
Frank told them that he had taken a job as an automobile salesman. During the first six months he did
very well. His boss decided to send him to Chicago
to take a short course in salesmanship. That was the
reason he could be at the reunion.
"That letter of yours certainly helped me, Pete,"
said Frank. "I want to thank you for it."
'( You'll have to thank grandfather when you come
to Smithtown," answered Pete. "I just passed on his
a~vice to yoů."
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Pete and Mary. Lou returned to Smithtown on Thursday. Daffy and Cathie remained in Chicago for a
few days.
The Smiths were on the porch when Mary Lou and
Pete arrived. And sitting in the swing with grandfather was Jim !
Jim had just returned from overseas. Mr. and Mrs.
Smith and grandfather were smiling. They could not
think of anything else they wanted. For both Pete
and Jim were home.
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"We have certainly had plenty of surprises this week,"
said Pete. "First Daffy and Cathie got married. And
now Jim' s home ."
Jim talked for a time about his life overseas. Then
he asked questions about all the boys. Of course, he
was interested in Mary Lou and Cathie too. And he
wanted to know what had happened in Smithtown.
''Leťs go downtown to the drugstore," said Jim.
"I think I'll make an ice cream soda. And I'll make
it just as I did when I worked at the fountain. Corne
along, Mary Lou. I'll make one for you too."
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"There's something l'd lilce to know," said Pete.
"What happened to Snort ?"
'' I left him with a family overseas," said Jim. "Their
little girl likes him very much. She'll give him a good
home."
"I am glad," said Pete. He turned to his father.
"If there is a rush in the drug store, we'll help out until
closing time."
"Good," said Mr. Smith. "By the way, Jim, we need
some extra help. I wonder if you would lilce to work
in the store. You can be looking around for a permanent job at the same time."
"Yes," said Jim, "I'd like to work in the store for
a while. But are you sure you need me ?"
"Of course he needs you," said grandfather. "Iťs
boys like you and Daffy and Joe and Pete who are needed
in every American community. You will make Smithtown a fine city. We need every one of you."
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